Arkansas Business & Education Alliance

S A L U T E S

- 2007 Arkansas Scholars Graduates

Business & Education Aliance (ABEA), organized in 1990, is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the improvement of education in Arkansas. ABEA’s purpose is to be a responsible advocate for better education in Arkansas. We
s organization that believes that Arkansas must continue on the path of doing a better job of educating all students - people who will grow into citizens, parents, and participants in the state’s economy.
on of ABEA is to influence and improve student achievement at all levels. As one of many similar business/education organizations across the nation, ABEA works to share the best practices from other states, raise expectations

urse taking and performance, to work with education policy makers in crafting an excellent education system. The Arkansas Business & Education Alliance works to promote business involvement in schools and to
ademic achievement among students. ABEA'’s primary program for students and communities is cafled Arkansas Scholars.
1sas Scholars program is ted to eighth and ninth graders in the state with a message about student achievement and preparation for the future. Presented by local business leaders across the state, it asks the students to

st of their last four years of high school. Arkansas Scholars encourages the students to take rigorous courses and make no less than a “C” in 4 English courses; 4 Math; 3 Social Science; 3 Physical Science and 2 Foreign
iring their 9th-12th grade years. In addition, the program requires 95% attendance with stipulation that the student complete high school in eight consecutive semesters.

Christina Rae Hal

Additional information about ABEA or Arkansas Scholars can be viewed at www.arkbea.org or call 501-514-5556.
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»perated by a board of directors which includes individuals who are education advocates and believe that an alliance of business & education leaders can make a difference. The current board members are Diane Tatum-Entergy Arkansas, Interim *
1ad Russell-Conway Chamber of Commerce, Treasurer; Shara Brazear-North Little Rock School Distirct; Alan Decker, Arkansas State University, Lee Vent, Superintendent, Forrest City School District; Dana Craig-OG& E; Stephen Smith - Simmons
Luke Gordy - Arkansas for Education Reform Foundation; Alice Mahony - Ei Dorado Education Foundation; Dr. Ken James, Commissioner-Arkansas Department of Education; Tara Smith - Arkansas Department of Higher Education; Steve Franks, '
SAU-TECH; Sherman Tate - Alitel and Rich Nage! - Arkansas Education Association.
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