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Arkansas Business & Education Alliance (ABEA), organized in 1990, is a
nonprofit organization dedicated to the improvement of education in
Arkansas. ABEA’s purpose is to be a responsible advocate for better education
in Arkansas. We are a business organization that believes that Arkansas must
continue on the path of doing a better job of education all students — people
who will grow into productive citizens, parents, and participants in the state’s
economy.

The Arkansas Business & Education Alliance works to promote business
involvement in schools and to encourage academic achievement among
students. ABEA’s primary program for students and communities is calle

Arkansas Scholars. The program is presented by local business leaders across
the state who serve as examples of what academic achievement will do for an
individual if he/she will avail themselves in the classroom. It asks the students
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to make the most of their last four years of high school to ensure a positive

future. Arkansas Scholars prepares students for education beyond high school,

the workforce and/or the military which ultimately impacts the” effort of
increasing the number of Arkansans holding a college degree which is one of

Governor Mike Bebee’s educational initiatives for the state.

Now in its’ twenty second year, the mission of ABEA continues in the effort to
romote Arkansas Scholars, the organization’s signature program, which
argets eight grade students across the state. The obﬁec ive of Arkansas

Scholars is to encourage and motivate students to take the “SMART CODE”

curriculum during their four years of high school and make a “C” or better

semester grade in all courses throughout the four years, maintain a 95%

attendance record and graduate on time in eight consecutive semesters.

The ABEA is operated by a board of directors which includes individuals who

are education advocates and believe that an alliance of business & education
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leaders can make a difference. The current board members are Diane Tatum-
EPresident)- Entergy Arkansas; Luke Gord&/-(Vlce President) Arkansans for
ducation’ ReformFoundation; Alan Decker-(Treasurer) Delta Center for
Economic Development- Arkansas State University; Shara Brazear-(Secretary)
North Little Rock School District; Dana Craig -OG&E; Stephen Smith” -
Simmons First National; Alice Mahony - El Dorado Education Foundation; Phil
Axelroth - Arkansas Department of Higher Education; Susie Marks, State
Chamber of Commerce; Rich Nagel -Arkansas Education Association and Lee
Vent, Superintendent, Clarendon School District.
Thank you to all participating Chambers of Commerce across the state and
local school districts for being an outstanding partner in promoting the
benefits of being an Arkansas Scholar. .
Additional information about ABEA or Arkansas Scholars can be viewed at
www.arkbea.com




