Arkansas Scholars™ PowerPoint Presentation for 8th Graders

Above all else, the purpose of this presentation is to provide information and to help young people understand their options for the future. It is not intended to scare or intimidate them. The presenter should be friendly, sincere, and POSITIVE in all aspects of the presentation. Be sensitive to students’ questions, and do your best to make them comfortable. Be open to questions but be aware of the time. We will have approximately 40 to 50 minutes.
· In the script below, the words in bold after the number describe or quote the slide.

· The suggested comments and emphasis points start with a ► and are in italics. They are optional and may be modified. Be familiar with the points to be made, but do not read this script to the students. Students quickly detect “canned” materials and will tune you out. Just be yourself, talk to them conversationally, and rely on your own experiences in the workplace to help the students understand the adult world.

Introduction: ► My name is ____________________, I work at __________________, and I have some slides to share with you that can help you to find success in what ever you decide to do after high school. [Be fairly brief]

Slide # and Title in Bold Font
1.  Sponsor slide ►You will want to be sure to mention both the Arkansas Business & Education Alliance and your local chamber of commerce.
2. Cover slide announcing the Arkansas Scholars program.

3. Global Competition ►You can ask the students if they are aware that businesses compete globally. Then you can ask the students if they are aware that they are in global competition as well. Their competitors are students from other countries and in many of those countries students are attending school 220 days a year. They believe if they can obtain a better education than American students, then businesses will bring opportunity for good jobs and economic prosperity to their country. They understand that a good education pays.

4. Fact ► Did you know that …
5. Typical Life Span ►The emphasis here is that the period of time from ages 14 to 18 are considered a “Critical Period” in the developmental skills that can determine the vocational path that a person will follow. It is important to use the high school experience from the 9th through the 12th grades to gain the skills that will lead to an opportunity to hold a good job or to pursue training and/or education beyond the high school experience. Acquiring good math, science, and writing skills during this time will prepare a student for success. You can ask the students if they would prefer to make $20,000 or $50,000 a year during their work career. After they say $40,000, you can ask them what they are doing to position themselves to be able to make that kind of money. It won’t just happen. Let them know how many people are applying for the different positions that are available at your business. You might want to give them the ratio of how many applications your business receives just to fill one position. Student must know that they can have almost any career that the desire, if they prepare themselves.
6. Copy of a High School Transcript ► You can mention that grades 9 through 12 will be permanently recorded on a high school transcript and that some employers ask to see a person’s transcript during the application process. This can be a predictor of how you will do on the job.
7. Prepare for YOUR future ►The next four years – the 9th through the 12th grade are going to be fun, but they are very important to the development of your career.
8. In just four quick years you will be doing one of these four things ► Ask the students which one they think they will be doing after they graduate.
9. Can you succeed in life? ►Share each one of these points. You may want to elaborate.
10. How can I invest in my education? ►Through the development of good work and study habits listed on this page almost any student can succeed. Be sure to ask the students to write the bullet points down. If they will follow them, they will be on their way to making good grades. Please be sure to bring your own life experiences into discussing these bullet points.
11. What would it be like to live on a budget ►Some students at this point have studied budgeting. 
12. Budget ►This budget helps to give the students a dose of reality as to where the money goes each month. This may help them to realize how hard it is for their parents or grandparents to make ends meet. This slide is to help encourage them to want to make a higher income and we will share with them that having a good work ethic along with training or education beyond high school can help them to have a greater annual income. You might want to elaborate on some of the detailed items in this list. For example, you might want to mention that saving money on a regular basis is a good habit that can be developed. Learning to save money and keep it is how families have been able to accumulate wealth.
13. Let’s take a look at what various careers with different educational requirements earn.
14. Jobs that require a high school diploma ►We want to emphasize that these jobs are important to society, but we want the students to see the difference in annual earnings and the correlation between the level of training or education that a person may possess and their potential income.
15. Careers that require high school + 1-year of technical school or on-the-job training ► Feel free to comment…
16. Careers available with an Associates Degree ► Feel free to comment…
17. Careers that require a Bachelor’s Degree► Feel free to comment…you will notice that teachers are listed in this slide. There may not be a single profession in our society that has a greater impact. Teachers are intelligent people and could have chosen another profession. I hope that you, the students, are paying them the respect that they deserve. I hope you are listening in the classroom, not talking while they are and that you do your homework assignment. We are to respect their position. They don’t have to teach – they chose to teach – in order to make a difference.
18. Careers that require advanced degrees ► Feel free to comment…
19. Employers are looking for people who: ► Have the students take turns reading the list and make comments on why these items are important.
20. The next four year will help shape you future. ► If you decide to take the challenge of becoming an Arkansas Scholar, the next four years will have some costs. But…
21. You can be an Arkansas Scholar ► The payoffs in life far outweigh the price studying a few short years. Mention and even elaborate on the items listed on the basket of eggs. A good work ethic in the classroom will follow the student into life and help them realize these things.
22. Show me the money! ► Share the average salaries on this page…ask the students where they would like to be on this page and explain what they will need to do to get there. Remind them the students that gaining the skills to be successful in life starts in K-12 and then progresses on throughout a lifetime. You can mention workforce training that your business provides for its employees as an example of continuing education.
23. Education and Training Pays ►This slide shows us that the greater the educational attainment the higher potential income a person can receive. However, this slide also shows us that the greater training or education that a person possesses the less chance they have of being unemployed. 
24. This is a time to stop and let the students talk about what they want to do for a career. As they comment, talk about the continued training that will be required after high school to realize their goals. Ask the students if they are preparing by working hard now.
25. What you have to do to be an Arkansas Scholar ►You might want the students to read these bulleted items and then you talk about how to accomplish them.
26. What’s in it for you? ►Read the bulleted items and feel free to comment.
27. What’s in it for you? ►The Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholars…benefits and requirements listed on the page.
28. What’s in it for you? ►Share this information about the Academic Competitiveness Grants and tell the students to talk with their high school counselor. 
29. As an Arkansas Scholar, you will be better prepared for… ►Ask the students what their plans are after high school. Some will speak up and some will not. To those who don’t, tell them it’s okay if they have not figured out what they are going to do yet. The important thing is to make good grade in order to gain the skills needed to be successful at whatever they do. Don’t miss school. If they develop bad attendance habits, this can be a problem for them later on in their career. Develop the habit of being proactive to do what it takes to be successful.
30. SUCCESS ►Remind the students that their SUCCESS after high school will be related to their SUCCESS in high school.
31. Don’t let this happen to you. ► Don’t blow off school or only be remembered as the classes clown.
32. Do this and enjoy the successes that life holds for you.
33. Closing slide – The End
