You will notice below an example of a letter that could be sent to 9th (or 10th or 11th) grade students, congratulating them on meeting the criteria for Arkansas Scholars for the first (or second or third) year of their participation. This letter would be sent from local business leaders on their letterhead and would be personally signed. The school district(s) would provide names and addresses. Business participants would divide list of students, prepare, sign, and mail letters.

August 2, 2004

Cindy Smith

123 Elm Street

Morrilton, AR 72000
Dear Cindy:
Congratulations! According to the records of the Morrilton School District, you are meeting the criteria for the Arkansas Scholars program. As you may recall, this program asks you to meet four requirements to be designated as an Arkansas Scholar when you graduate from high school:

1. Make semester grades of "C" or above in all academic courses.

2. Achieve a 95% or better attendance record. (About 8 days missed per year.)

3. Take the Smart Core curriculum to prepare you for additional education or higher level employment. This includes 4 units each of English and mathematics, 3 units of lab-based science, 3 units of social studies. See your counselor for details on the Smart Core curriculum.

4. Complete high school in eight consecutive semesters. Don't drop out.

At this point, you are on track to be an Arkansas Scholar. I am proud of your achievement and encourage you to continue to work hard in school. By making an effort to do well in your classes, you are giving yourself more choices for the future.

Show this letter to your family. They can share in this good accomplishment.

Again, congratulations.

Sincerely,

Mary Green

President (with letterhead showing the name of the participating business or organization)

